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nature of governing carbon 

 

2. Overview of local urban carbon governance in 
Australia 

 

3. Educational initiatives & experimentation 



Governing Carbon and the city 

• Urban responses to governing carbon increasingly 
subject to (geographic) scrutiny: municipal 
responses face significant challenges, yet 
increasingly common part of urban landscape 

 

• Governing as:  

– orchestrated by the ‘will to improve’ (Murray Li 
2007) 

–  taking place through socio-technical means 

–  dispersed rule (across public/private) 

– ‘projects’ as intrinsic to the doing of 
governance 

 
 
 



Urban Carbon Governance in Australia 
 

http://www.acelg.org.au/upload/program1/1340074932_Final_Local_Action_for_a_Low_Carbon_Future_13jun2012_lowres.pdf 

http://www.newcastle.nsw.gov.au/environment/climate_cam/residential_sector 

http://www.ecosmagazine.com/?paper=EC136p10 

 

 

 

http://www.acelg.org.au/upload/program1/1340074932_Final_Local_Action_for_a_Low_Carbon_Future_13jun2012_lowres.pdf
http://www.newcastle.nsw.gov.au/environment/climate_cam/residential_sector
http://www.ecosmagazine.com/?paper=EC136p10


Project survey: governing who/what 

 



Project survey: governing how 



Project survey: governing with? 



Experimental interventions? 

• Experimental interventions:  
(a) create new institutional relations and new political spaces;  

 

and/or  

 

(b) realign socio-technical relations 

 

 creating ‘new dispositions’ to conduct carbon governing   

 

• Why education? 

 



Education initiatives 



Treading Lightly:  Eco-Living in the Inner West 

 Collaboration of 4 inner-west LGAs  (Ashfield, Burwood, 
Canada Bay, Leichhardt)  
 

 => Shared resources to collectively provide a ‘more expansive 
and varied’ program of workshops/events on sustainability   

Focus on domestic and household practices  
- Energy/ water/ waste demands around house and garden 

- Food system 

- Context of  smallscale, higher density (strata) living, rental 
tenure & renovation 
 

Enabling emphasis: to be ‘informative, practical, 
educational’ 

- Practical skills and training  

- Tours   

- Clothing swap event 
 

 
 

 

 

Promoting cross-sectoral networking  
“ We’re keen to introduce members of local environmental 
organisations at this 'mixer'. The joint Councils … cordially invite 
members of Climate Action Newtown to attend the screening 
and represent your group at this networking event 
“www.facebook.com/events/315827425120938/) 

  
http://www.ashfield.nsw.gov.au/page/environmental_workshops.html 



One of 7 Solar City in Australia projects; federal 
government funding; partnership between local 
governments and businesses 
 

Multiple interventions with technologies, 
behavioural change, pricing, metering, community 
involvement – seeking to create new way of 
providing energy services, new relations between 
municipality, community and energy providers 
 

Focus is on creating new ‘consumer citizen’: 
Adelaide Solar Citizens created through participating 
in the trial by using/consuming new goods/services 

 

 

 

 

With the help of the community, the Adelaide 
Solar City Project has made great progress in 
recruiting participants for a series of practical 
and creative trials to encourage smarter 
energy usage.  

The program combines solar power, smart 
metering, energy efficiency and cost 
reflective pricing to trial a range of 
innovative energy solutions. It's being 
delivered in the Cities of Salisbury, Tea Tree 
Gully, Playford and Adelaide City as part of 
the Australian Government's $94 million 
Solar Cities program.  

But we can only make a real difference if 
you come to the party. So put on your 
sunniest smile. Get involved and start 
thinking green. Let's set a shining example for 
the rest of the world. 

 



Concluding remarks 
 

• Institutional assemblages  
– Diverse experiments, partnerships ‘beyond the 

state’ 

 

• Construction of LGA authority and legitimacy 

 

• The politics of constituting the urban 
governance of carbon 



• END 



Sustainability Hub:  Randwick 

Retrofit/repurpose community centre as a learning and 
demonstration centre on sustainable use of water, 
energy and food 
 
NSW Climate Change Fund grant 
 
Outreach program mapped via a participatory process 
 
Enabling emphasis: community and schools education 
program   

(i) demonstration function of “take away ideas they 
could do at home“  

 - permaculture interpretive garden,  energy wise and water 
wise trail,  building retrofit 
 

(ii) skills training 
  - permaculture/organic gardening, Living Smart workshops 

  - school excursion program  

 “children and teachers together can discover energy and water saving 
technologies and how they can be  part of your life” 

 

 

  
  

  
 

 
 

 

 

  
  

  


